Integration of innovative clinical reasoning pedagogies into a baccalaureate nursing curriculum.
The significance of good clinical reasoning skills relates to prevention of adverse patient outcomes from failure to diagnose problems, institute appropriate treatments, and/or manage complications. The clinical reasoning pedagogies described in this article are integrated across a baccalaureate curriculum designed to promote a beginner level of competence in solving patient problems. The faculty adopted the content, structure, and process model for integration that includes professional language and content, the Outcome-Present State Test (OPT) model of clinical reasoning, and reflective journaling. These strategies show promise for attaining higher levels of student thinking, focusing attention on patient problems, and promoting situated cognition. As students realize that situations are complex, faculty guidance can influence best judgments and facilitate clinical reasoning with feedback on assignments to promote student growth and competence in solving clinical problems.